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Service at St. Bridget
A prayer service will 
be held this Thursday, June 
12 at 10 a.m. at St. Bridget 
Catholic Church, the one 
month anniversary of the 
raid at Agriprocessors, Inc. 
The service is to show sup-
port and solidarity for all 
those affected by the raid. 
The names of all detainees 
will be read at the service.
Turner Hall workday
A work day will be held 
this Saturday, June 14 at 
Turner Hall from 8 a.m. to 
noon. Jobs to be completed 
include painting and remov-
al of the hot water registers 
from the upstairs. Coordi-
nator Larry Moore said it 
is hoped this will be one of 
the last work days needed 
to complete this phase of 
the project. Call Moore at 
563-380-7172 if you can 
help with this worthwhile 
community project.
Athletic Hall of Fame
Applications are once 
again being accepted for the 
Postville High School Ath-
letic Hall of Fame. See the 
registration form inside to-
day’s paper for more details 
or to nominate an athlete.
Garbage Pick-up
Effective Wednesday, 
July 1, 2008, residential gar-
bage in the City of Postville 
will be handled by Bunn 
Services Wednesday, June 
25, 2008, as Waste Manage-
ment is picking up the gar-
bage, they will also take the 
toter.  Bunn Services will 
deliver a new toter to each 
residence by the end of that 
week.If you have any ques-
tions, please call City Hall 
at 864-7454. 
Whitney Deering connects 
with the ball during softball 
action at Lansing last week. 
For all sports highlights: 
Softball, baseball and bas-
ketball camp see today’s 
sports section.
Primary Election Results
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Board of Supervisors sign Emergency
Disaster Declaration after weekend flooding
by Bob Beach
At its regular meeting 
Monday, June 9, the Allama-
kee County Board of Supervi-
sors met with Waukon Mayor 
Keith Schroeder, who said 
that the Waukon City Council 
wants to cooperate with the 
County to solve problems. 
Schroeder asked the Board 
to consider working toward 
adding a truck stop outside 
of Waukon, calling the pro-
posal “something we need 
to pull together on.” He said 
that a truck stop would make 
it easier for truck drivers to 
get access to diesel fuel and 
would provide a place for 
overnight parking. The Board 
advised Schroeder to consult 
with Allamakee Economic 
Development Director Ra-
chelle Howe.
The Board also heard up-
dates from County Engineer 
Brian Ridenour, Sheriff Tim 
Heiderscheit and Emergency 
Management Director Chris 
Dahlstrom on flooding, pri-
marily in the northern third of 
the County. The Board signed 
an Emergency Disaster Dec-
laration, which is the first step 
in making the County eligible 
for State and Federal disaster 
relief funding.
In other business, Sher-
iff Heiderscheit informed 
the Board that a new Deputy 
Sheriff, Steve Wilkes, has 
been hired and will begin 
work June 25. The Board set 
June 30 at 9 a.m. as the date 
and time for submitting bids 
for a landscaping project at 
the courthouse and approved 
a liquor license for Sports-
men Bar and Grill. The Board 
also accepted the high bids 
from Brian Stortz for pasture 
lands at the County Farm and 
canvassed the results of last 
Tuesday’s Primary Elections.
The Tuesday, June 3 Primary Election turned out a mere 14% of eligible voters in Allamakee 
County, with Democrats and Republicans both having decisions to make about which candi-
dates would represent their party in certain races in November’s General Election. Although 
there were seven offices listed on this year’s Primary ballot for each party, Republicans had just 
two races with multiple declared candidates and Democrats had just three.
On the most local level, two positions within county government featured multiple candi-
dates, one race for each political party.
Democrats were asked to choose between Colleen Gragg and Daryl Hansmeier for their Al-
lamakee County Auditor candidate, and Gragg narrowly defeated Hansmeier, 378 votes to 355, 
to secure the candidacy. Gragg will now face unopposed Republican candidate Pam Benjeg-
erdes in November to replace Mary O’Neill, who is not seeking re-election as Allamakee Coun-
ty Auditor. Benjegerdes received 522 votes on the Republican ballot in Tuesday’s Primary.
On the Republican ballot for county government, another fairly close race saw Cloy Kuhse 
edge out Dave Duncklee, 326 votes to 304, for the Republican nomination as Allamakee County 
Supervisor. Duncklee is currently holding the Supervisor seat that he was appointed to follow-
ing the resignation of Bill Clark late last year, but it will be Kuhse squaring off against Demo-
cratic challenger Dennis Paul when the seat comes up for re-election in November, with the 
winner taking office immediately following the election because of the previous appointment to 
the seat. Paul tallied 576 votes on the Primary’s Democratic ballot.
The only other county government office on Tuesday’s Primary ballot was Allamakee Coun-
ty Sheriff, where incumbent Republican Tim Heiderscheit received 585 votes in his unopposed 
bid. On the Democratic side, there were 16 write-in votes for possible County Sheriff candi-
dates.
Gragg, Kuhse win local Primary races
Coloring Contest winners
Bretton Wilker, 11, left , of Castalia, was the winner in the 9 and over category in the 
annual coloring contest at Benjegerdes Greenhouse this spring. He won cut flower garden 
as his prize. In the center is greenhouse owner Janet Benjegerdes who is holding the prize 
winning picture created by Kenadee Schnuelle of Castalia, who won in the 6-8 age group. 
Kenadee, who is 8, was unable to be present when the photo was taken. She received a 
fairy garden for her first place entry. Also placing first was James Groux, right, of Casta-
lia. James, 5, won in the 5 and under age group. His prize was a butterfly garden.
Clermont, much of Northeast Iowa under water following weekend torrential downpours
At the Council...
Resident complains about on-going sewer 
problems; sewer, water rates to increase 
The Postville City Coun-
cil, meeting in regular session 
Monday evening, fielded a 
complaint from resident El-
eanor Reth who lives on W. 
Military Road. Reth, who has 
lived at her residence for the 
past ten years, said she has 
had been inundated with sew-
er backup since moving there 
in 1998. She added that she 
has seen little or no improve-
ment since the City replaced 
the line in 2007. She contends 
the sewer is not adequate and 
most days she is unable to use 
either her toilet or washing 
machine.
Reth was advised to have 
a plumber and city employee 
both look at the problem to 
see if it can be resolved.
It was noted that the resi-
dents on either side of Reth 
have no issues with the sewer 
system.
A Public Hearing was 
held on an ordinance amend-
ing the Code of Ordinances to 
amend the sewer rates. After 
waiving the second and third 
City Council
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Allamakee, Clayton, Winneshiek and Fayette counties were among the 41 counties declared 
disasters as a result of flooding and area rivers overflowing their banks beginning Sunday and 
continuing throughout Monday and Tuesday. As anywhere from five to eight inches of rain fell 
over the weekend, rain-swelled rivers and streams could not control their banks as volunteers 
tried desperately to hold back the devastation with sandbags. Neighbors, families and friends 
helped those closest to harm’s way get belongings to higher grounds as they strategically placed 
sandbags around their homes and businesses.
With the Turkey River in Clermont, pictured above, expected to crest at least three feet 
higher than in the floods of 1993, firefighters were helping people in Clermont and Elgin move 
furniture to higher levels as the waters roared. Some who lived directly on the river’s path, were 
forced to evacuate. Skip Away Campground has been hard hit by the raging waters with own-
ers scrambling to get their mobile homes moved from floodwater which was rising nearly an 
inch an hour on Monday afternoon. It was reported, that along with the firefighters, nearly 150 
volunteers were helping sandbag on Monday afternoon and evening.
The City of Clermont, which had a small dike protecting the campground and the sewage 
plant, eroded late Monday afternoon causing the city’s sewer system to vitually shut down. The 
sewer plant shutdown left a majority of residents without septic service.  It was also reported 
that the county lost a bridge on West Union/Ossian blacktop on Monday morning.
In the pictures above water covers the entrance to the Clermont Canoe Access and the Tur-
key River roars out of its banks in the photo on the right.
Other neighboring communities hard-hit include Dorchester, Elkader and Decorah.
Photos by Sara Turner White
readings of the proposal, the 
sewer rate increase was ap-
proved. The average cost per 
household will be between 
$14-$15 per billing cycle.
Council member Ross 
Malcom noted this increase is 
about half of what was origi-
nally proposed two months 
ago.
In a related matter The 
Council also approved an or-
dinance amendment to raise 
the water rates by 3.5%.
Both rate hikes go into ef-
fect July 1 of this year.
A pay request of 
$130,300.27 from Eastern 
Iowa Excavating and Con-
crete LLC for the paving of 
Business Park Drive was ap-
proved. City Clerk Darcy 
Radloff noted that the total 
cost will be about $2,000 
more than originally antici-
pated as the Engineer will 
have to complete some in-
spections which were origi-
nally going to be taken care 
of by city employees. Radloff 
said the city did not have ei-
ther the resources or expertise 
to complete the inspections.
A resolution to approve 
the wage hikes for nonunion 
employees was approved by 
a 3-2 margin with members 
Ginger Medberry and Jeff 
Reinhardt casting the dissent-
ing votes. Reinhardt said he 
would like to see the Police 
Chief’s salary addressed sep-
arately due to what he called 
“performance issues”; how-
ever, Council person Larry 
Moore called for the question 
and the wage increase passed 
for all employees. The wage 
increase reflects a 3.5% in-
crease which is similar to the 
raise granted to those employ-
ees covered by the union.
A bid for the financial au-
dit for the City of Postville 
was accepted from the State 
of Iowa. It was reported that, 
although three requests for 
bids were sent out, the State 
of Iowa was the only firm 
